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Telephones used in Australia 1910 to 1930’s 

Magneto 

The 131 MW (Magneto Wall) - Commonly referred to as the Commonwealth Ericsson, or Ericsson AB 535 

 

 

 

Aesthetically, ergonomically and technically, one of the best telephone instruments available from the 1890’s. 

It was made using quality materials and timbers of oak or walnut with a fine finish to the timbers and good 

quality nickel plating to the brass components. 
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The 127 MW (Magneto Wall) - Commonly referred to as the Tucked Ericsson – a 1940’s PMG modification 

brought about by material shortages around the time of the Second World War. The example pictured below 

has the timber front to the battery box which was a feature of the original type 131MW ??????? 

 

   

The 133 MW (Magneto Wall) – Manufactured by Stromberg Carlson in the US. Note the earlier type 

33MW had the Solid Back Transmitter, whereas this type 133 used an Inset Transmitter. 

 

 

Other than the most prevalent British Ericsson (type35/135), the Stromberg Carlson magneto wall telephone is 

the only other manufacturer that I have found to be identified in Australian technical manuals. That said 
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though, telephones from a number of other manufacturers were widely used in Australia. From a 1939 

Telecommunications Journal article, the recoveries of magneto wall telephones occurred at a rate of 1000 per 

month throughout Australia. Of these about 60% was British Ericsson, leaving the rest to made up of a mixture 

of other manufacturers – only the British Ericsson was refurbished to a handset type, becoming the 233 MW.  

This Stromberg Carlson is quite clearly marked as a PMG telephone with the 

letters stamped into the front panel. 

 

 

 

Pictured at the left is the lightning arrestor embossed with the message “ 

“TURN TO CLEAN AFTER THUNDER STORM” 

 

 

 

 

  These two pictures show the 

alterations that are made (to a 

Stromberg Carlson) to accommodate 

the Control Lock and key.  

 

The key/lock was located where the 

lightning arrestor had been initially. 

 

This was an early attempt to prevent 

unauthorised us of the telephone. 

 

 

The following pictures of other telephones that have obtained in Australia, have been included in this 

“Type33/133” group on the presumption that they may have all been included in this the same model number. 
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Standard Telephones and Cables (STC, UK) 

     
 

Kellogg USA 

     
 

Western Electric (USA) 
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Canadian Independent 

 

                                
 

The 135 MW (Magneto Wall) – Manufactured by British Ericsson in the UK. Note the earlier type 35MW 

had the Solid Back Transmitter, whereas this type 135 used an Inset Transmitter. 
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Although this is the version with the Solid Back Transmitter, it also has the wiring option to allow a field 

conversion to an Automatic wall instrument. 

The circuit diagram describes the process for conversion from Magneto to either Automatic, or CB (Common 

Battery). In both instances, there is minor strapping change and also replacement of the induction coil, the 

receiver and transmitter capsules. 

 

Because of the technological improvements to telephones during the lifetime of the magneto telephone 

exchange, it is unlikely that many conversions were actually carried out – I don’t think I have ever actually seen 

one. 

 

   
 

 

 

The 36 MT (Magneto Table) – Note this earlier type 36MT had the Solid Back Transmitter, whereas the later 

type 136 used an Inset Transmitter. 
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A magneto table combination of a 

Candlestick/Pedestal telephone made 

by British Ericsson and marked 

Commonwealth of Australia PMG, No2 

with a similarly badged bell-set and 

generator box.   

The microphone is the narrow brass 

cylindrical version with a small insert 

transmitter capsule designated 

c1865/38 M3A. 

The foregoing designations seem to 

refer to the telephones’ UK origin, with 

the telephone only known as the type 

36 in Australia 

 

     
The Australian pedestal on the left (above) has no provision in the baseplate for a dial, but both instruments 

have the same circuit diagram pasted on the heavy cast baseplate. Both telephones have the same badge, 

Commonwealth of Australia PMG but notice that one has holes in the earpiece perch. The base also has a lower 

rise to the centre, resulting in the pedestal being approximately 25mm shorter. 

There is no sign of a manufacturer name, but there is sufficient difference to indicate that they were 

different manufacturers, but similar enough that they were probably made to a specification. 
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The 162 MT (Magneto Table) – Initially made by Siemens in the UK, and subsequently (type 232) in Australia by 

STC, AWA and TMC. 

 

  

Two slightly 

different 

arrangements 

to convert the 

162 magneto 

telephone for 

wall mounting.  

 

Different wall 

bracket styles.  

 

Both are using 

the earlier No1 

version of the 

hand generator. 
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The 233 MW (Magneto Wall) – A later version with moulded handset, manufactured by Stromberg Carlson in 

the US. No pictures available 

 

The 235 MW (Magneto Wall) – A later version with moulded handset, manufactured by British Ericsson in the 

UK.  No pictures available 

 

 

Common Battery / Automatic 

Because the Telephone Dial can be such an important part of the identification of the telephone, Attachment 1 

is a scanned copy of a Telecommunication Journal of Australia, dated October 1947. 

 

Attachment 2 has other pictures that show slight variations to the dials shown in the TJA article in 

Attachment 1. 
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The 35AW (Automatic Wall) – Very popular with collectors, this one is made by Automatic Electric in the US 

and also known in Australia as the “Geelong” telephone. 

 

 

  

This telephone is a genuine Automatic Electric 

“Geelong” set in its’ original black finish and as 

used on the PMG network. 

 

 Points worth noting with this unique 

telephone 

 Letter “A” moulded in the receiver hook. 
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 A distinctive “Mercedes Dial”. 

 No permanent magnets in the receiver capsule, and 

this one is stamped with “PMG 122143” 

 No induction coil in this very early development of 

the Automatic and Central Battery circuit design. 

 The pasted circuit diagram shows the dial as a 

“CALL DEVICE”, and the off-normal springs as 

“SHUNT” – they simply place a short circuit across 

transmitter and receiver. 

 

 

 

The 37/137AW (Automatic Wall) – Note the earlier type 37AW had the Solid Back Transmitter, whereas this 

type 137AW used an Inset Transmitter. 
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A type 37AW from one of the UK factories. 

Originally Nickel plated bells, fork 

and transmitter. 

Transmitter marked – 

c-25    No 1 

4001 

The instrument is very similar to 

the UK telephone model 121  
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Although there is no sign of a manufacturers name on this 37CBW (Common/Central Battery) telephone, it 

seems to be by Peel Connor. 

The earpiece is unique, with the cord terminals under a screw on cap at the top of the bell receiver. The 

metalwork is finished in the black plated coating.  

Similarly too, the mouthpiece is designated     c-25    No 1 

      4001 

 

Of special interest is the “TELEPHONE 

INSPECTION CARD” found neatly folded 

and stored in the phone in between the 

induction coil and condenser.  

“T100” is the fault code that means 

Subscribers Equipment, Found OK – 

probably had a fault reported, but it wasn’t 

evident when the technician checked the 

phone.  
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Stromberg Carlson USA 

 

 

On the left above is another 37CBW marked with a PMG stamp into the earpiece perch. The dial telephone on 

the right isn’t marked PMG but it is also the US Stromberg Carlson 1157. Both of the pictured telephones have 

badly damaged circuit diagrams pasted inside. The circuit diagram pictured below right was obtained from a 

SC1157 available for sale on the Internet. 

   
          

         (from the Internet) SC 1157 1920's –  

         1930's wall, dial, black metal box, #27-A  

         receiver, #7-C transmitter,  

         #43-A inductor, common battery. 
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37 AW (Automatic Wall) From CofA Course of Technical Instruction “Telephony II” (1940’s) 
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38 AT (Automatic Table) From CofA Course of Technical Instruction “Telephony II” (1940’s)
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The 38/138AT (Automatic Table) – Note this earlier type 38AT had the Solid Back Transmitter, whereas the 

later type 138AT used an Inset Transmitter. Manufactured in a number of factories by British Ericsson, GEC, 

Siemens, Peel Connor, British Insulated and Helsby in the UK.  Also made by Western Electric, Stromberg 

Carlson and Automatic Electric in the US. 

 

Automatic Electric (USA) 

   

 

Although this telephone was obtained in Australia, some 20 years ago, 

there isn’t any marking to indicate use/ownership by the PMG. In any case 

though, this is the same instrument imported by the PMG and made by 

Automatic Electric in the US 

 

The circuit wiring appears to be the same as the 35AW, with just single 

change-over contact set for the switch hook. Unfortunately the cap is 

seized onto the bell receiver so we can’t see if it has the correct capsule. 
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Siemens (UK) 

 

 
 

 

 

Again this telephone was obtained in 

Australia, some 20 years ago. There isn’t 

any marking to indicate use/ownership by 

the PMG.  

 

This telephone has been presumed to be 

Siemens, but again, there are no markings 

to substantiate this. It has the stair step 

base and is very heavy in construction. 

The only marking on the telephone is  

E30  M7 on the transmitter faceplate. 
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Peel Connor/GEC/British Ericsson (UK) 

The circuit diagram above looks very similar 

to the British Ericsson version 

 

  

This Type 38AT is clearly designated as an 

Australian version, but again, the 

manufacturer is difficult to determine. In 

spite of the circuit diagram similar to BE, this 

phone is more like the Peel Connor/GEC in 

appearance. 

 

Black enamel paint stem, Nickel plated 

transmitter back cup and a black plated 

pedestal top piece. 
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Peel Connor (UK) 
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Stromberg Carlson (USA) 

 

 

An elegantly styled Stromberg Carlson manufactured in the USA, but with the receiver hook marked PMG 

indicating Australian usage. Note the difference in size. This Stromberg Carlson is much shorter than the 

British versions, and the non-dial version 

is even shorter again. 
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The 162 AT (Automatic Table) – Initially made by Siemens in the UK, and subsequently (type 232) in Australia 

by STC, AWA and TMC. Not often seen documented, but this telephone was previously known as the 556. 

 

Unfortunately, most of these telephones would have found their way back to the telephone workshops for 

repair.  There would have been many 

parts intermixed and that makes it 

very difficult to be sure whether it 

started as a 162, or 232. This one is 

certainly designated as a 162 on both 

of the pasted circuit, and it also has 

the earlier induction coil No18 
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162 AT (Automatic Table) From CofA Course of Technical Instruction “Telephony II” (1940’s  
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The 232CBT (Common, or Central Battery Table)  

  

Although this telephone is marked as a 232 on the metal base, there is little difference between it and the one 

on the preceding page. It has an AWA manufacturers moulding mark inside the Bakelite body, underneath the 

lead-weighted base plate and also on the underside of 

the hook-switch cradle. There is also a very subtle 

difference in the angles and corners of the Bakelite 

body where it meets the cradle 
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232 AT (Automatic Table) From CofA Course of Technical Instruction “Telephony II” (1940’s  
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The type 237AW  (Automatic Wall) A later version with moulded handset , following on from the 37/137AW. 

 

  

Fitted with a number 12 dial – circuit diagram pasted inside, is the same as the diagram above (SUBSTATION 

TELEPHONE EQUIPMENT CIRCUITS – Technicians’ handbook) 
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237 AT (Automatic Wall) From CofA Course of Technical Instruction “Telephony II” (1940’s  
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Bibliography 

1. Circuit diagrams and telephone picture scans from (PMG Department) SUBSTATION TELEPHONE EQUIPMENT 

CIRCUITS, FACILITIES & STOCK TITLES (ISSUED 1951).  

2. Magneto wall telephone recoveries for conversion to type 233 MW – The Telecommunications Journal of Australia, 

February 1939. 

3. Attachment 1 is a scanned copy of a Telecommunication Journal of Australia, dated October 1947. 

4. Commonwealth of Australia Course of Technical Instruction “Telephony II” (1940’s  
 

Attachment 1 

http://www.telephonetalk.com.au/


www.telephonetalk.com.au                     Issue2 June 2008 Page 29 
 

 
 

  

http://www.telephonetalk.com.au/


www.telephonetalk.com.au                     Issue2 June 2008 Page 30 
 

 
  

http://www.telephonetalk.com.au/


www.telephonetalk.com.au                     Issue2 June 2008 Page 31 
 

 

http://www.telephonetalk.com.au/


www.telephonetalk.com.au                     Issue2 June 2008 Page 32 
 

  

http://www.telephonetalk.com.au/


www.telephonetalk.com.au                     Issue2 June 2008 Page 33 
 

 
  

http://www.telephonetalk.com.au/


www.telephonetalk.com.au                     Issue2 June 2008 Page 34 
 

 
  

http://www.telephonetalk.com.au/


www.telephonetalk.com.au                     Issue2 June 2008 Page 35 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
  

http://www.telephonetalk.com.au/


www.telephonetalk.com.au                     Issue2 June 2008 Page 36 
 

Attachment 2 

From TABLE I. 
Illustration Type Manufacturer Country of 

Manufacture 
Fig 1a No 8 Siemens Brothers & Co Ltd Great Britain 

Fig 1b No 10 Siemens Brothers & Co Ltd Great Britain 

Fig 1c No 12 Siemens Brothers & Co Ltd Great Britain 

Fig 2 24C Automatic Telephone & Electric Co Ltd (ATM)  Great Britain 

Fig 3 24 Automatic Electric Co  USA 

Fig 4 5E (4H) Western Electric USA 

Fig 5 Fg Sch 180a Siemens and Halske Germany 

Fig 6 S2836 Telefon AB LM Ericsson Sweden 

    

 

Fig 1a   Siemens Brothers & Co Ltd - No 8 

      
 

Fig 1b   Siemens Brothers & Co Ltd - No 10 
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Fig 1c   Siemens Brothers & Co Ltd - No 12 

     

Fig 3   Automatic Electric Co (USA) – 24 
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Fig 3 (cont)   Automatic Electric Co (USA) – 24 

 

Slightly different to the first two AECO type 24 dials. This one is actually fitted to an Ericsson (Beeston 

Notts) candlestick telephone; clearly an example of a mixed breed, with a UK phone fitted with a US dial. 
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Fig 4    Western Electric (USA) – type 4H 

 
This picture is added only to show the different position for the Western Electric finger stop; obviously it is 

fitted to an American telephone, but it is the same in construction as the example shown in Attachment 1. 

 

Fig 6    Telefon AB LM Ericsson 
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